Doppler recordings of fetal movement: II. Comparison with maternal perception.
Twenty-seven women were studied to assess the relationship between maternally perceived fetal movement and that recorded by a Doppler device. Eighty-eight percent (433 of 492) of maternally perceived movements were detected by Doppler, but only 16% of movements detected by Doppler were maternally perceived (433 of 2196). When complex movements were classified by duration, those movements lasting between 20-60 seconds were most likely (correlation greater than 0.9) to be perceived by the mother. This Doppler method has the potential to replace maternal event marking and other techniques in the recording of fetal movement.